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onl}'  agree  among themselves,  they would   be  the
greatest of all nations."    For a moment some chief-
tain, stronger than his fellows, might succeed in bring-
ing about a temporary union.    But the tribes lived,
as a rule, in perpetual feud with each other, until the
strong hand of Philip of Macedon subjected them all
to his authority.    Philip is the first great name in the
history of the land ; a name perpetuated in that of
the picturesque capital of South Bulgaria; and the
union of Bulgaria and Macedonia under his sceptre is
still regarded with  admiration by many Bulgarian
politicians.     But  the   Macedonian   supremacy  was
short-lived; upon the death of Alexander the Great,
the Thracians, who had  composed so large a part
of his armies, returned to the congenial business of
flying at each other's throats.    Other barbarous tribes
joined in their quarrels, until, during the second Punic
War, the Romans made their first appearance in Bul-
garia.    The Thracian and Illyrian warriors now com-
bined in self-defence ; the struggle lasted for a century
and a half; the conquerors  at  first  permitted   the
native princes of Thrace proper, south of the Balkans,
to retain their thrones on payment of a tribute, and
then reduced their country, like the region between
the Balkans and the Danube, to a province.    Ma'siii,
as the latter was called, was conquered by Crassus
and brought under the immediate sway of Rome in 29
B.C.; Thracia, as the former was officially designated,
became a part of the Roman Empire in the reign of
Tiberius in 26 A.D.    The name of Mccsia was retained
until the evacuation of Dacia by Aurelian, described
in the first part of the book, when it was changed to